
Happening Soon 
 
Stocking Stuffer Day – Saturday, December 18th 
   @ the Building 
We are asking for the following donations: 
(to be provided before December 18th) 
 
Christmas Stockings 
Small Books, Coloring Books 
Stickers, Sticker Books 
Small Toys or Stuffed Animals 
Travel Games 
Mittens 
Anything that will fit in a Stocking 
 
Bi-Weekly Bible Study – Thursdays  
   7pm @ The Shaver’s  
   Bob will lead the study 
Please Note the Dates: 
October 7th & 21st 
November 18th 
December 2nd, 16th & 30th 
 
The Closet – Saturday, December 18th 
   9am @ the Building 
 
 

Our people must learn to devote 
themselves to doing 

what is good, in order to provide to  
urgent needs and not live  

unproductive lives. 
Titus 3:14 

 
 
Weekly Services 
 

 Sunday   Bible Class  10:00am 
    Worship  11:00am 
  

 Mid-Week Study @ the Building  6:30pm 
 

 
 

 

WELCOME 
November 21, 2021 

 
Today’s Service:   
 Sermon:  Bob Shaver  
 Songs:   Duane Cefalu 

Communion: Bob Shaver 
 
 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
    II Corinthians 3:17 
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In Our Prayers: 
 
Bill Myer, Mark Perrault’s father, has been diagnosed with 
small cell lung cancer and began treatments this week. Please 
continue to keep Bill in your prayers. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving for the Craft Day. It was a success 
with about 15 people attending. 
 
Continued spiritual growth and outreach to others. 
 
Continued growth of the Closet. 
 
 

Visit our website for a complete list of prayer requests. 

troychurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in  
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
 
 
 

Three Ways Thanksgiving Should “Pay” 
 

Do you have much for which to be thankful?  Sometimes in moments of despair 
and distress, it is hard to keep our minds focused on the positive and the 
copious reasons that we have to be optimistic and thankful persons.  Perhaps a 
look at a passage in Luke 17 can help us to be reminded of some simple steps 
we can take to be more thankful. 

If you were a leper in the first century and someone healed you wholly and 
instantly, would you be thankful?  There’s no better word to describe the 
emotions that would flood your soul!  Do you know what is even better than 
being healed of the horrible physical malady of leprosy?  Being healed of the 
deadly spiritual malady of sin!  The question for us is—do we respond like the 
nine unthankful lepers or like the one thankful leper in Luke 17? 

In Luke 17, all ten lepers wanted the same thing of Jesus—“Have mercy on us!” 
(17:13).  All ten lepers obeyed what Jesus told them to do—“Go, show 
yourselves to the priests” (17:14).  All ten lepers received the same wonderful 
gift—they were “cleansed” (17:14).   But, were all ten lepers thankful?  One 
would think so, but the evidence is not there, because the response of 
thankfulness was not forthcoming.  Except from “one of them” (17:15).  What 
are three things that we can do, which this one thankful leper did, to be more 
thankful and to express our thankfulness to our Savior?  Look at verses 15 and 
16. 

First, pay attention.  The leper “saw that he was healed.”  The other lepers were 
apparently too busy and too selfish.  Let us not become so busy with life and so 
selfish in our own desires that we forget to pay attention and intentionally 
notice each and every way that the Lord blesses us. 
Second, pay a visit.  The leper “returned” to Jesus.  Sometimes we might be like 
the nine lepers—we probably notice the blessings but don’t “return” to the 
Lord, from whom all blessings come, to acknowledge (at the very least) the 
fountain of all of these blessings. Let us spend more time with the Lord, and 
make sure that time is filled with thanking and not just asking. 
Third, pay homage.  The leper “with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down 
on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.”  Three things jump out: (1) he paid 
homage with a loud voice, (2) he paid homage with great humility, and (3) he 
paid homage over and over and over (as the present tense verbs 
emphasize).  Let us seek to also overflow with exuberant praise to the one who 
overflows us with blessings. 

Do you have much for which to be thankful?  Even in times of despair and 
distress, let us turn back to our Savior! 

David Sproule 
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ 


