Weekly Services
Sunday

Bible Class
Worship

10:00am
11:00am

Mid-Week Study

@ the Building

6:30pm

Happening Soon
Men’s Meeting – Monday, August 31st
Men’s Study – Monday, September 14th
The mid-week Bible study has been delayed and will be
scheduled soon. In addition, monthly activities have been
delayed.
Do Unto Others…Closet
Will reopen in September.
Please note there will be new procedures in place.
Our endeavor to open the Do Unto Others…Closet has already made an
impact on our community. Every month we have increased our numbers
and met new folks from the community, that are in need. To continue
though, we need to consider ways to restock our shelves. Donations are
always welcome, and we appreciate all our members and visitors that are
able to help.

Welcome
August 30, 2020
Today’s Service:
Sermon:
Songs:
Communion:

Nick Purvis
Duane Cefalu
Nick Purvis

Inspiration:
Our people must learn to devote
themselves to doing
what is good, in order to provide to urgent needs
and not live unproductive lives.
Titus 3:14

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.”
Colossians 3:12
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“Have I Sinned Away the Grace of God?”

Dan Farrington’s recovery. Dan is currently home and
receiving physical therapy.
Continued Prayers for:
Nick’s Father
Amy’s brother, Peter, recovering from a stroke
Diane’s friend Mary Jeanne

Visit our website for a complete list of prayer requests.
troychurch.org

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18

In this, the final installment of our series, we will discuss a third
passage of Scripture which might give pause for a person to ask the
above question. We have previously examined a statement Jesus made
about blasphemy against the Holy Spirit and a statement the writer of
Hebrews made about it being impossible to renew to repentance
certain individuals who had abandoned Christ after fully experiencing
the joys of being a Christian. In both instances, we have emphasized
the fact that a person can be forgiven of any sin of which he can
repent—that it is not so much a matter of forgiveness as it is a matter
of repentance. Repentance forever stands at the door to forgiveness.
The third passage about which we would like to make brief comment is
1 John 5:16-17 where the apostle writes, “If anyone sees his brother
committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him
give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin
leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. All
unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death” (1 John
5:16–17). In the context of encouraging prayer, John says that if we see
our brother entangled in a sin not leading to death, we should pray for
him. But, then, he adds that if he is involved in a sin leading to death,
we need not pray for him.
What is a sin leading to death? This is sin which can be seen by others.
Furthermore, as indicated by the use of a present participle, it is
habitual sin (Bruce 124). In others words, it is a general way of life
rather than a specific sin. Similar to what we read about in the book of
Hebrews, this involves turning one’s back on the way of Christ and
refusing to repent of a life of sin. Earlier in the epistle, John writes, “If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). Harmonizing
Scripture with Scripture, we must conclude that the sin the Lord will not
forgive—the sin leading to death—is the sin a brother will not confess,
the sin of which he will not repent.
In the broader context of the passage, we read, “If we say that we have
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the
Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His
Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:6–7). A sin leading to death
occurs when a brother ceases to walk in the light, giving preference to
the darkness. Continual cleansing of Christ’s blood is unavailable to
those who choose darkness rather than the light. They have chosen a
path that leads to death. We are not obligated to pray for their
forgiveness. We know that such sin will not be forgiven. In such cases,
“it would be better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy
commandment handed on to them” (2 Pet. 2:21).
Glen Elliot
Greenbrier Church of Christ
Greenbrier, AR

