Weekly Services
Sunday

Bible Class
Worship

10:00am
11:00am

Mid-Week Study

@ the Building

6:30pm

Happening Soon
Men’s Meeting – Monday, August 31st
Men’s Study – Monday, September 14th
The mid-week Bible study has been delayed and will be
scheduled soon. In addition, monthly activities have been
delayed.
Do Unto Others…Closet
Will reopen in September.
Please note there will be new procedures in place.
Our endeavor to open the Do Unto Others…Closet has already made an
impact on our community. Every month we have increased our numbers
and met new folks from the community, that are in need. To continue
though, we need to consider ways to restock our shelves. Donations are
always welcome, and we appreciate all our members and visitors that are
able to help.

Welcome
August 23, 2020
Today’s Service:
Sermon:
Songs:
Communion:

Keith Galyon
Nick Purvis
Bob Shaver

Inspiration:
Our people must learn to devote
themselves to doing
what is good, in order to provide to urgent needs
and not live unproductive lives.
Titus 3:14

“Consider it pure joy my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverance.”
James 1:2-3
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“Have I Sinned Away the Grace of God?” (4)

Dan Farrington’s recovery. Dan is currently home and
receiving physical therapy.
Diane Allen is currently in the hospital in Florida. Diane is a
former member of the Albany Church.
Jim Whitt’s passing, his family are currently members of the
Albany Church.
Continued Prayers for:
Nick’s Father
Amy’s brother, Peter, recovering from a stroke
Diane’s friend Mary Jeanne

Visit our website for a complete list of prayer requests.
troychurch.org

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18

Any sin of which a person can repent—of that sin, he may be
forgiven. Forgiveness is conditioned upon repentance; but the
heart can become so hardened as to move beyond the point of
repentance. So, the problem is not forgiveness but repentance.
As mentioned last week, Jesus highlighted blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit as a sin for which a person could not be forgiven
(Mt. 12:22-32). Because the Pharisees had attributed to Satan
miracles they knew were from God, Jesus said their sin could not
be forgiven. Their hearts were beyond repentance.
A second passage to be considered is Hebrews 6:4-6 which
reads: “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of
God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen
away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since
they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to
open shame.”
Addressed to Jewish Christians tempted to go back under
Judaism in order to avoid persecution, the book of Hebrews
powerfully shows the superiority of following Christ. Those
mentioned in this passage had fully experienced all the joys and
blessings of being a Christian; but had fallen away. As indicated
in the original language, they had dropped out, forsaken and
abandoned the Christian faith. Of these, he says, “it is
impossible to renew them again to repentance…” (vs. 6).
Repentance is forever at the door to forgiveness. Where there is
no repentance, there can be no forgiveness.
We are incapable of knowing precisely when a person’s heart
becomes so hardened by sin as to be beyond repentance. But
abandoning Christ after fully experiencing the benefits of being
a Christian is tantamount to crucifying afresh the Son of God (cf.
Hb. 10:29). One who is worried about whether or not they have
sinned away the grace of God is unlikely to have reached the
point of no return. However, we know that hardness of heart is a
progressive spiritual disease and that persistent rejection and
resistance to God’s loving call to repentance will one day render
His voice so faint as to be no longer heard. So, “Today if you
hear His voice, do not harden your hearts…” (Hb. 3:15).
More about this next week.
Glen Elliot
Greenbrier Church of Christ
Greenbrier, AR

